Brandon students
‘Rock Qur World"

By MEGAN SEMERAZ
Of The Oakland Press i

Every Friday,
fourth and sixth grade
students in Michael
Medvinsky’s music
classes in the Brandon School
District receive a piece of music
from another school in the
United States, or another coun-
try and they send a piece out.

With every piece of music,
the students at Brandon schools
add an element to it using
Apple’s GarageBand, and then
send it to the next school.

“Each week, we get a piece
of music that is new to us that
we've never heard before and we
have to be creative musicians
and put our track onto the file,”
Medvinsky, a music teacher of
eight years, said.

When the piece of music
returns to the original school,
it has been touched by students
across the world.

The program is called “Rock
Our World” and its goal is
to connect students through
music. The students also meet
each other through video chats
— learning about each other’s
cultures.

The project was founded by
Carol Anne McGuire, an award-
winning educator and technol-
ogy integration specialist. She
has worked with companies
such as Apple, Disney and
Google, and singer Will Smith.

“Throughout that process
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Aynslee Gavey, 11, left, and
Mackenzie Nichols, 11, create
music on an iPad at Oakwood
Elementary School in Brandon
Township on Tuescay. Students
in Michael Medvinsky’s music

- classes are part of a global music
project called “Rock Our World.”
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we use Facetime with other schools ... talking to them
about their culture and their school and their creative
process and kind of becoming a global community of
learners,” Medvinsky said. “I think that the globaliza-
tion aspect of the project was very intriguing ... in try-
ing to find ways to understand the ways of being part
of a bigger picture.”

This year, Rock Our World has added another project
using photography called “Smiles in 100 Languages.”

The project uses digital photography and a live pho-
tostream connected to an iPad. The artists take turns
using an image of themselves to elicit a smile from the
next artist, and the cycle continues.

The photostream updates in real time on a
PolyVision Board so they can make a composite of col-
lective moments of happiness.

Medvinsky said each school interprets the Rock Our
World projects differently, giving a unique perspective.

He said the project culminates on Nov. 16 with a fam-
ily night where there will be a two-hour video confer-
ence with all the schools involved hosted in California.

Contact Megan Semeraz at 248-745-4628 or email
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At left, fourth and sixth grade students in Michael Medvinsky’s music classes are part of a global music project
called “Rock Our World.” The students work on a piece of music and then pass it along to other kids across the
world. At right, Dylan Thompson, 11, Bryson Gunn, 9, Mathew Harrison, 11, create music on an iPad.
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